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Tendency: Constant avalanche danger
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on Wednesday 25 December 2024
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Wind slabs and weakly bonded old snow are to be critically assessed. Moist
snow slides during the day require caution.

The fresh snow and in particular the many extensive wind slabs can be released easily, or, in isolated cases
naturally in all aspects and above the tree line. In many cases the avalanches are medium-sized. On wind-
protected shady slopes they can be triggered in deep layers of the snowpack and reach large size in some

cases.

As the snowfall level rises more frequent moist snow slides and avalanches are to be expected as the day
progresses, even medium-sized ones.

Backcountry touring and other off-piste activities call for experience in the assessment of avalanche danger
and careful route selection. The avalanche prone locations are numerous and are barely recognisable
because of the poor visibility.

Snowpack

30 cm of snow, and even more in some localities, has fallen since yesterday. The sometimes storm force
wind has transported the new snow significantly. The fresh wind slabs are lying on unfavourable layers in
particular on wind-protected shady slopes above the tree line. Released avalanches and field observations
confirm poor snowpack stability in particular on wind-loaded slopes.

Tuesday: Intermediate and high altitudes: Some snow will fall until midday. By the middle of the day further
wind slabs will form. Low altitudes: Some rain will fall.

At intermediate altitudes there are 50 to 100 cm of snow. Above the tree line snow depths vary greatly,
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depending on the infuence of the wind.

Tendency

Christmas Day: Further increase in danger of gliding avalanches and moist snow slides as a consequence of
warming during the day and solar radiation.
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